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Haditha had a falcon, chained to a short wooden.perch*
He tossed it shreds of goat-flesh which it ate greedily,
but it stared with unblinking eyes. Presently he un-
chained the bird and threw it into the air. It flew in
widening circles, mounting. I tried to follow it with
Mitkhal's glasses. When it was only a faint speck in the
sky, Haditha stripped off his abba and waved it. The
bird caught his signal from that great distance, and re-
turning, came to rest on his wrist. The falcon is used
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for hunting gazelle and the dove, pigeon., and other edible
birds which abound on the edge of the desert; also, farther
in the great desert, the bustard, a bird twice as big as a
turkey, the same mentioned by Xenophon. They hunt
also with a small greyhound, fleet, but scarce half the
size of Europe's breed. They carry the falcon hooded,
on wrist or saddle pommel, as did lords and ladies in
times of chivalry.

When darkness fell, a lantern was hung on the tent-
pole, after we had eaten, and a man sang to the twanging
of the rabeyba. In the after pause, our ragged, villainous-
featured guest rolled over and grunted in his sleep. I said